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functionally rich wetland system.

DUDLEY TOWN POND

Dudley Town Pond lies at the top of the western branch of Beaman’s Brook. Commercial and
industrial development along Dudley Town Road borders it to the east. A very large warehouse
complex was recently built to the northwest, and a large area which was previously forested to the
west has now been cleared and is being regraded. Emergent wetlands extend out from the pond to
the north and northwest. The pond and these wetlands are generally protected by a forested buffer in
most places, but the pond is suffering from eutrophication. On September 14, it was almost
completely covered with a thick, green, evil-smelling scum. Ducks were landing in the water at the
northern end of the pond despite the algae, but the southern end was so solidly covered it looked like
artificial turf. We walked through wooded swamp along the northwestern branch down to an open
cat-tail marsh adjacent to the pond, and walked down through upland woods to the pond edge from
an industrial parking lot behind one of the Dudley Town Road buildings. With the exception of the
wetlands along the stream corridors to the north and northwest, the wetland fringe around the pond is
narrow. The pond drains south toward the Wintonbury reservoir, and is included in 1985 wetland
#35 along with the reservoir. The 1985 function sheet lists under upstream impacts, “direct runoff
from surrounding industries into the pond.” However, it does not mention eutrophication, and
specifically mentions diverse wildlife use around the pond. It appears that there has been significant
degradation since 1985.

We hope this information is useful in assessing the state of the North Branch watershed. The
assessed wetlands range from completely isolated to hilly integrated with watercourses, from small
to large, from degraded to relatively pristine, and include the full range of wetland types, often in
combination. Ifyou have any questions regarding this report, please do not hesitate to contact us at
our office.

Sincerely,
New England Environmental Inc.
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Griffin, PWS
Senior Scientist
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